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Festival Rules – 16th October 2011
 1. The RFU continuum “Rules of Play”” with effect from September 2011 will apply. (Copies are available at each year group control team tent)
2. All clubs are required to register their players before the start of the group stages. Any player who is not registered can not play.
3. Players must always play within their individual age grade. Any side playing a player over or under the stated age for the age group will be automatically disqualified from the competition.
4. The first round of the tournament is operated on a league basis with two groups of teams.—Group A and Group B.
5. For all league games, the following points will be awarded: 3 Points for a Win and 1Point for a Draw to each team.
6. Matches will be shortened if one side is scoring too freely (more than 30 point differential). Should a 35 point differential occur then the game is declared won and lost.
7. The final league positions will result in two teams from each group going forward to a knock out stage. The winner of Group A will play the winner of Group B in the Cup final. The runner up in Group A will play the runner-up in Group B in the Plate final. 
8. In the event of a tie in the league section of the competition, the placing will go by:

 a) the result between the two sides in their group game and if drawn

 b) the greatest points difference within the group and if identical

 c) the highest number of points scored and if identical

 d) the toss of a coin.
9. In the knockout stage of the competition, if the scores are tied at full time then the winner will be decided by the team scoring the first try of the game in a score draw. The prize is awarded jointly in a 0-0 draw.
10. No extra time is allowed in any match, except that added for injury time at the referees discretion .
11. Rolling substitutions will be allowed throughout the games as long as there is a break in play. All substitutes must be brought to the attention of the referee before being made.
12. All team coaches must substitute any of their players at the request of the referee when foul or dangerous play or persistent offending is identified. The player concerned will be suspended from the tournament for the remainder of

that game. At the discretion of the referee, a player may be sent off for serious misconduct and this player will take no further part in the festival.
13. Coaches must ensure that their teams are present at the allocated pitches 5 minutes before kick off to allow time for the preliminaries to be undertaken by the referee.
14. The referee will inspect players for IRB approved studs, head protection and body padding and will require them to be changed / removed if necessary.
15. Where there is a clash of team colours the referee will decide which team changes shirts.
16. With the except of U12 teams playing on the 1st team pitch, no conversion kicks will be taken. 
17. The referee’s decision in all cases is final.
18. An overall prize, the Spire Trophy, will be awarded to the best performing club on the day across all age groups based on overall points scored. Where more than one team is represent within an age group (i e Salisbury A and Salisbury B) they will be classed as separate clubs.
